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the nascent national movement behind Mohammed Ali,
whereas Mohammed Ali learned to manipulate this strength
in his favour. At first he posed as the obedient servant of the
Sultan and declared his readiness to carry out the imperial
order as soon as he had paid the arrears of tie Sultan's soldiers
under him. At the same time he got in touch with the national
leaders and left them to work out his deliverance.

The Mamelukes welcomed the opportunity of joining hands
with the Turks, and Alfi Bey moved northwards near Daman-
hur in Behera to greet the Turkish emissaries. There they
tried in vain to unite their efforts and avail themselves of this
unique opportunity to regain power. But their own internal
division and the military preparedness of Mohammed Ali con-
tributed to their failure in the end. For after their initial suc-
cess against Mohammed Ali's force at Negila in Behera, they
failed to occupy Damanhur, whither Mohammed Ali had sent
munitions and arms.

Meanwhile the national leaders prepared a manifesto in
writing against the Mamelukes and the transfer of Mohammed
Ali. They stated that the Mamelukes, if they regained power,
would not carry out their pledge to pay an annual tribute to
the Sultan or send an annual quota of corn and money to the
holy places in Arabia. The sheikhs, the ulemas and notables
would not endorse any promise given by the Mamelukes,
whom they accused of plundering the land. The manifesto
was sealed and signed by the leaders and sent to the Captain
Pasha and the Sultan. The Captain Pasha paid no attention
to the protest and once more informed the sheikhs and leaders
to carry out the Imperial orders and leave Mohammed Ali and
his followers to quit the country via Damietta. And for the
second time the sheikhs answered that they would not accept
any other governor in place of Mohammed Ali.

Having assured himself of the sheikhs and the soldiers,
Mohammed Ali decided to resist the Sultan by force in case of
need, and he started to repair the old forts, to arm the people,
and to improve his relations with the Mameluke leaders
opposed to Alfi Bey, who had visitecj England and communi-
cated with the English without the consent of his partners.
This course of action, together with Mohammed Ali's presents
to the Captain Pasha, made the latter decide' in favour of